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E Viet are the poor in ſpirit, for thts 4 


the Thelen of heaven. e 


Anis! is the beginning - of our bie 
T ſermon upon the mount, and is the 
more remarkable, becauſe as the Old 
CN Teſtament or * laſt of the prophets 
ends with a threatening and curſe, ſo our Saviour 
begins his New-Teftament with a bleffing, and 
opetis his mouth in the goſpel-diſpenſation with 
. [ores promiſes. In this Boar he has taught 
is 3 man e Ares leſſons 3 the whole has 


deen juſtly pr le, and is 4 
— REES 


rule, ritual and rubric of his univerſal church. 


He delivered this diſcourſe upon a mountain 
(for great multitudes followed him), that ſo all 
might ſee and hear him. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees without doubt deſpiſed him for this mannet 

of preaching, and eſpecially thoſe who were ſa- 


: fond of the temple that they had hated the Sama- 


_ ritans and ſuch as worſhipped out of it: but hence 
we learn, that to our Saviour all places are alike 
and may be 'uſed for the publiſhing his goſpel. 
and though houſes ſet apart for his worſhip an 

the divine ſervice are good and convenient, yet- 
we muſt not "_ that he dwells not in temples 
"4 © Aa Bo, made. 
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Fd 


net in die 


abr: world, and this is God and- the Lamb 
| himſelf. We ſhould not place any great matter 
in the form of etti 


He meat by it the greateſt familiarity, and ſpoke 
with creatures.as a father to. bis dear children. 
His being willing to be ſeen and Heard by all, 


| I my to look upon 


have life. 


Z Gople — free manner. 


4  yiour's diſciples were poor men, and dut few no- 
ble or rich calted to his church, yet 
Wir; 


nade a hands; bu 9 on 12 8 
is preſent in the mid, 


trus temple ſhall be open. and manifeſt in 


forth the: word of God, 
fince Jeſus frequently ſat and taught the people. 4 


ſhould teach us Ws not willing any ſhould be 
him und bs & faved; nor is 
of him when he is not heart 2 Iiſe. 
The god of this world is the (ble author and cauſe 
that blindneſs, backwardneſs and unwil- 
fingnefs in men to come to Jeſus that they might 


Tos rime Will not allow no me ee ſpeak of all wwe 
bleffed doctrines contained in this ſermon ws _ | 


Lord's at chis time. 1 win —.— 
Df thoſe beatitudes or bleffit 15 — 
former part of it, and ie ſe — in a 


* Blefſed are the poor in foirit; bor theirs 1 | 


che kingdom of heaven.“ It muſt not be left 
- "unobſerved that the poor in ſpirit, or the ſpiri- 


_ ._ * rally poor 
_ bleſſings of 


have the to-all the | 
n right '4 


When St. Luke relates the particulars of e 


divine difcourſe he mentions only the poor; but 


St. Matthew is more clear; for though our Sa- | 


et "therefore, 
or common heard: him 
lowed him, are they not bleſſed, 
e coor in - ich the ſouls who are poor and 
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| „„ Wh Ne 
_ worthleſs in their own eyes, theſe are they our 
Saviour bleſſes. It might not be amiſs to obſerve, 
' that poor and mean people in the world have ſuc= 
Teeded better with our Saviour than the rich er 


> 


| Saviour ſays, How hardly ſhall they that have 
_ riches enter the kingdom of God? They have 


+ ſenſe of honour keeps them aſhamed of Jeſus and 
ſpiſe the unpoliſhed ſimplicity and artleſs beha- 


to reaſon; they are high, and all their little reli- 
gious acts are ſo magnified, that it often ſeems. 
do them as if they ſupported the cauſe. of the 
Lord, and their power defended it, or as if Jeſus 
as beholden to them; and when they put on 
the form of godlineſs, they are too apt to lord it 
der the meaner ſort and people of an TOO: 


« *® 


much to leave; they find it difficult to fubmit 
to the fooliſhneſs of the preaching of faith; a 


bis people; their education teaches them to de- 


riour of the children of God; they know ho- 
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bdaoppineſs : or, are they profane? 
= - riches helps them on in their mad courſe, and 
FUE 
They take great liberties, they Jet and ridicule 
ce ſcriptures, they mock che faith, diſpute atheiſ- = 
= . tically, ſerve their luſts, -pleaſures, and the god 
fſubjects, and are quite unconcerned about giving. 

any account of . their ſtewardſhip till they are. 
_ riches do them? Who of. their companions can 
- fave: them, or of what advantage will it be for 
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- - them to recolle&t how great or wealthy, they have 
© | been in the world, when they have loft their own 
=— _. fouls? Many of theſe, if they had been poor in 
= the world, perhaps, might have had a part in the 
_—  LKkingdom of God; and, on the other hand, I 
doubt not but that many in heaven might have 
periſhed had they been rich or great in the world. 
Tue wiſe Diſpoſer of all things knows what he 
nl of the world, but he has prepared for them a - 
=_—  _* kingdom: we ſhould not therefore once repine, 
= _ becauſc the bleffings of this life ſeem to be fo 
uncqually divided, or becauſe ſome are. ſo. loaded 
wich good things, and we have but food and rai- 
ment, or even ſuffer in that reſpect. He that fit- 
teth in heaven, ruleth all things well. Let us 
only get an intereſt in him, -and we ſhall not 
F  <nvy them who have their corn and wine and oil 
=. Jncreaſed; weare far richer than they all, and far 
| _bappier; for when the earth is burnt up and time 
iãs uo longer, we have a kingdom that cannot be 
mmaken, and. riches. which no moth or ruſt can 
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Aſter all chat has been ſaid, where à man is | 
faithful ſteward of that committed to him, and 
- where his heart leaves all that he has and gets 1 
hold of Jeſus our dear Saviour; his having been - 
rich or noble, will be no hindrance to his ſalva- 
tion; and where a poor man deſpiſes our Saviour's 
= grace, and lives careleſs of his blood and merits; 

and does not come to him, his poverty will not e 
help him: he may be a beggar, or ſuffer want. 

_ or be very low and poor in the world, and yet ä 
have a high, proud and ſtubborn heart, and be 

OM unhappy number that God beholds afar 


True poverty of ſpirit is, as St. Auſtin ob» 
ſerves, humility ; it is a lowlineſs of heart which 
proceeds from a divine conviction of our ſmful 

and bad eſtate by nature; That man is poor 

who has no money, cloaths, houſe, or friend, but 

is in debt greatly ; his wife and children are ſold 

to be ſlaves, and he caſt into priſon till payment 
de made. Thus he is poor in ſpirit who knows 
he has no good thing dwelling in bim, be has no 
real righteouſneſs, he has a ſenſe of his owing his 
ord very much, he has nothing to offer, can pro- 
_ _ miſe nothing, can do nothing, feel his guilty his 
— finful nature, his enmity, his careleſſneſs, bis 
| hardneſs of heart, and incapacity to help himſelf. 
Fe looks upon himſelf directly in that ſtate de- 
ſeribed in the ſixteenth chapter of Ezekiel, caſt 
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out to the loathing of his perſon in the open field, ed 2 4 ; 


we 


* . 


neither waſhed, ctoathed, or pitied, but Ware.) 8 
And undone, No one but he that had experience 4 1 
n people's caſe. How mean, 
how little and worthleſs they are in their own 
tes | how ſelf. condemned and abhorred 1 { 


* 


_ 


Pe 
* _ 


= they d, 0 think; or 5 bow Gacerly ther 1 
> — poor and needy } — 
zs indeed the ſtate and condition of all men z 90 
= they do not, they will not know and conſeſs it. I 
 _ Hence ariſe all the deceits of i righueouſnels, J 
= * — of being how good, or better 
=_ than others. Hence they frequently ert | 
= _ | ebeniſclves rich and increaſed with goods, and 
dae need of nothing, but imagine they have 
deen educated well, done 3 great deal of good, 
= Wh rn nobody, kept to church, given .alms, 
and deen merciful, charitable to the poor, and 
N made a tolerable e in the ee 
— hom our: Saviour will, ſpue | 
oat Bf his mats and whoſe righteouſneſs. is like 
the morhing dew. A poor finner has not ſuch _ 
_— ,- ts; de cannot value bimſelf{any —_y 
> : hn looks upon himſelf on a level with the 
Aus the vileſt of men; and that 05 perhaps be- 
STE . cauſe he has been a murderer, an _ _ or 
3 5 houſe-breaker,. but on account of his fil thy and 
| " heart: ha finds fault with 2 9 ries 
1 er bin praiſe and commend in him; and 
f —— 4. of his fallen and ſpoiled Kate, 
1 u's feet, or begs at his door of 
: he can plead ee eee 
rind: be has nothing un or without ble- 
0 lay upon his altar, all that be bas is lame 
ts Boon or alt and blind, and therefore his only hope, 
| | bis thirſt r _—_ A e 
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| E:; „ ; Wn is in 1 they would | 
= joy fully to know him as their 2 
4] — ** 
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K 5 T 
es DUTY: ut it, but would part wah. 
them all to feel his love aud be aſſured of his ten- 
Jer mere: bleſſed are ſuch poor in ſpirit; theirs 
1 the 2 dom of heaven. I know thy poverty, 
fas 6br Savidur to ſuch, but thou art high. It 
8 | fron bis firſt and chiefeſt delign in the redemption 
to help ſuch poor people; he looks on them as 
men ready to periſh, an that owed much but 
9 nothing to pay, and therefore he would ftand | 
their friend and make ſatisfaction for them; he 
became their ſurety, food in theit place, paid off 
"the frightful ſcbrez #nd obtained and provided the 
| Kingdom of heaven for them. O this is amazing 
grace ! but not more wonderful than true an 
| 3 What 3 joy y muſt a chriſtian ſou] perceive 
7 feel in his heart, who juſt now ſat down 
_ weary or byhing for mercy With a heart ready to 
| fat at our Savidur's feet, and yet, through 2 
confcioulmeſs of fin, could hardly hope to be 
| accepted, when our Saviour *whiſpers within, 
- ©Thine is the kingdom of heaven. I have loved 
_ thee with everlaſting Iove. I had hid myſelf a 
_ Hifle moment and thou waft troubled; but now 
_ © the winter is paſt and the form gone, and the 
_ of finging of birds is come: riſe up, my 
love, my dove, and come àway!“ O ſuch 2 one 
muſt think with ſhame; Lord, what am 1? and 
7 Abaſed and bowed down with thankfulneſs 
a ring! forever, and more and more wonder 
grace and Fae ſalvation, and cleave to our 
S 20575 and value his death and obedience, 
E $ lved only to e exalt and bleſs him for- 
This bleſſedniſs alwa ys engines a deren 
KC y poor: they are bleſſed, and ſhall be 
Meds theirs i is the kingdom. No ſooner is a foul 
» 24 B 79 5 ſtripped 


— 


7 Aurel of all ſelf-bolineſs. and dead. te * _ 
1. e. without any hope of help thereby, but, quite 


poor in mind and heart, ventures to the croſs or 


flaeet of Jeſus; but the Holy Spirit, comforts him | 
vnd lets him know the kingdom of heaven is his; 
be leads him in to poſſeſs it, and grants him ſuch | 


| lot of his part therein, ſtrikes him with ſo deep a 


ſenſe of our Saviour's free and eternal love to him, 
- and at the ſame time gives him ſuch a foretaſte of 


this kingdom which is now his, and of which 
there ſhall be no end, that the remembrance of 


this hour, this happy time, ſhall always be freſh 


and lively to him forever; and let what will hap- 
or 


pen afterwards to him, which can either pai 
* or trouble him or ſink his ſpirits, this ſhall 


ill comfort him that the kingdom of theayen is 


his; and as-long as he abides under the ſenſe of 


| his own poverty, ſo long ſhall the ſame Lord and 
Saviour refreſh and bleſs him in this manner, till 


he-enters the gates into the fulneſs of this king- 
dom at God's i ood! in the. glory Evers 


_——_ 


kim that has no helper: he lifted the poor out 


of the mire: he e the poor: I will 
duell, faith he, with him that is poor, and trem- 
- bleth at my word.” Expreſſions of this nature 
are found in almoſt. every 7 of the —. 9 | 


ed in 
f qug,Saviqur, *.Blefled are 


and all the meaning of theſe is com N 


| theſe gracious words o 
the poor in ſpirit, for theirs' is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Bleſſed are they who are mean and lit- 
_ tle and worthleſs in their own eyes, as a bit of duſt, - 
as * ſmall and r worm, who are 
| convinced 


Kenne the Old Tehawent were | 
. by the * prophota,} tithe poor; © He 
the poor, when be erieth ;-the needy, and 


„ 88 wm, 63 . 953 = AT ee IDEs . 7 


Aids of hal ow chitin agneſ 92 5 poverty . 
to ſuch belongs the kingdom of heaven; for las fuck | #5 
Chriſt died; out of = to ſuch he was extreme $4 ol 
poor, that they, 72215 h his poverty, might be- 
come rich; and by his having nothing and being 
a ſervant, they i wh ght poſſeſs all things, and be 
kings and prieſts to "God rich in faith: and with 
that gold tried in the fire, and baving got the af 
| treaſure hid in the field, ſpoken of by our Saviour, 1 
| they ſhall be eſteemed rich indeed of God and all ; 
the 2 * in eternity. 
ſſed are they that mourn, te thay: ſhall bs 
; comforted.” In that ſolemn and awful charge 
given to the deſtroying angels in the ninth of Exe- 
ke I, wherein they are commanded to ſlay utterly 
old and young, nor ſuffer their eyes to ſpare or 
pity, they are forbid to come near thoſe that 
mourn, It was alſo mentioned as a chief part of 
our Saviour's office in the world, © He ſhall com- 
203 12 thoſe that mourn.“ Solomon! alſo had faid, . 
< s ſafer to be in the houſe of mourning than 
| is hs houſe of mirth. But who are theſe meant 
in the text? The mourners of Sion; they are peo- 
ple whoſe eyes God has opened to ſee their own 
hearts, poor people who feel their ſin and want 
ſalvation. Some, when they are a little awakened, 
comfort themſclves with e they are not 
very bad but better than many others; or let 
their friends eomfort them by perſuading them 
the ſume or that they are good chriſtians already _ 
and in & ſafe Way r they call all ſpiritual concern. 
a madneſsg and take all due care to keep people 
from the danger; yea, if a moſt abandoned liver. 
a notorĩdus drubkard or whoremonger, of whom 
they had before no manner of care, ſhould come 
under any 9 of * or ſhould 
Ba grow | 


\ 


row I his * gate ſuch would 1 
Ee mA to help bim out af this error, and adviſe, | 
him to be of good cheer, to.ride out, of go to the | 
Play, or get . 825 an FO PARYs Of change 

the air, or take phy 23 308 often bene een 
forted by this means, and they ſeem to get out of 
all their fears or uneaſineſs directly; ; for they bave 
had comforters, but ſuch as Job's were all ſuch: 
miſerable comforters indeed ! Theſe are they of 
whom the prophet complains ſo heavily, © They. | 
heal the hurt of the daughter of my. people lightly, - 
crying Peace, peace, when there is no peace.” | 
But a foul truly convinced of fin cannot and will 
not be comforted with ſuch things: &< they look 
don him whom they have pierced, and mourn for 

- - him as one. mourns for her only ſon.” Nothin 
leſs than the Holy Ghoſt can comfort them. Al 
they want is to know they are forgiven; and ſhall - 
be laved ; they want to be aſſured of their being 
children of God, and at peace with him through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe are the, mourners ſpoken. on: i 


. in this place; they feel the want of a. Saviour; 


they cannot be put off with health, riches, com- 
M, pleaſures, &c. they are too ſenſible of their 
guilt and ſin, too heavy Ingen, and weary, too lick | 
and diſordered and uneaſy t6 be diverted - with | 
any thing leſs than the ki fles of the Beloved. As. | 
log as be is at a diſtance they are troubled, cll 
they feel his loye ſhed. abroad in their hearts 
they mourn, and they ſhall be comforted. Our 
5 a will wipe away the tears from their eyes; 
he. will, 1 peace to their hearts; they cannot 
dg without. his preſence, and they ſhall have it for 
evermare.; they will not reſt without his conſola- 
tion, and he will ſend the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 
forter to comfort. I will comfort. you, ſaith he, 
Oy aS 


ur 


25 


1 eee for 3 Leit remove 
thy fears and jealouſies, and are thee of my af- 
fection and loving-kindneſs ; I will, be thy water 
Saviour; Iwill forgive thee, and thy paſt miſe 
[torn lite I will forget, aud enter into an everlaſt- 
ng govenant with thee that thou ſhalt be my 
. Thus it happened with Hezekiab, he 
mou rned like a dove, and was alone and comfort- 
| leſs like a ſwallow upon the houſe-top, and turned 
to the wall, wept and ſaid, Lord, I am opprefled, 
- undertake for me; and the Lord heard bis ſuppli- 
cation and ſaw his tears, he heard his moan and 


comforted him, aſſuring him all his fins were caſt 


behind his back. Thus he treated David, Paul, 
Cornelius, and as many as mourned after him; 
and thus he does in our days. The mourning of 
a ſoul after ſalvation is nothing elſe but being 
fick of. love, and Janguiſhing for the Holy Spirit 
to aſſure bim he is beloved by our Saviour; and 
till he is this way comforted he muſt mourn; he 
cannot help it; and if any thing ſhort of the 
0d and pardon of the Lamb can ſtop his griefy. | 
he is an unhappy perſon, be he who he will. 
There is ſuch a bleſſedneſs attainable, ſuch a. | 
divine aſſurance of the love of God to us, and 
ſuch a certainty of our going to heaven as can 
refreſh and comfort the otherwiſe inconſolable. 
All that fincerely ſeek ſalvation, and neither want 
to cheat themſelves, or ſuffer. themſelves. to be. 
cheated by others, ſhall be comforted with this 


eternal conſolation. Let him only turn to the 


Nan of ſorrows, and mourn after him, and he 
ſhall be hleſſed; the Lord himſelf ſhall comfort-. - 
him; and the days of his mourning: ſhall have 
an eternal end; the mouth of the Lord hath * 
8 its they ſhall bs comforted. 

Hh Bleſſed | 
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„g ins 8 ber they ſhall ident 


5 8 * earth.” A meek perſon is a * 


Petſon or, as it is expreſſed in ſcripture, a con- 
rite one, a bruiſed or broken - hearted foul. His 
confcience'i 19 foftened by looking upon Jeſus, he 
_ has learned it of him. He no more behaves im- 

_ pudently or ſtrong; he is no more careleſs or 
_ hardened in his natural ſtate: but it is juſt ſo 
with him as it was with Peter when our Saviour 
_ TJooked upon him; his eyes and heart melted im- 
mediately; he curſed and lyed no more, but with 
bitter tears fought pardon; ſo he melts before the 
Lamb of God; a harp word can pierce through 
ſuch; every tender conviction faſtens upon their 
| heart, and an openneſs to confeſs and acknow- 
8 _ being to blame is viſible in them. 
They finners, whoſe hearts, confciences 
and 5 are ſoftened by the blood of Jeſus. A 
| fight of his death has ſtamped an everlaſting mark 
upon their forcheads, and made their nme ſoul 
Ike melced wax. Their tenderneſs of — rt 


they. They ſhall inherit che earth.“ They 
Preperly inherit this world, for they have, in the 
pPreſence and enjoyment of our Saviour's love, an 
hundred fold more here than all they can loſe or ſuf- 
fer on his aceount, and the world to come ſhall be 
theirs alſo.” They are now the only happy peo- 
ple; let the * be fair or ſtormy, let their 
ſtate in life be eaſy or difficult, let them be ſickly 
or healthy, be beloved or hated; or have much or 
Der want, I nn r morſel Re : 


. "WA 


* 


3 
yy 


et, ang as it were dipped. in the blood of ſe- 
ſus; their ſufferings. ate the honour of enduring 
| ſomething from the world for Chriſt's ſake. Their = 
life is the life of the Son of God, their death the 
death of the righteous and eternal gain. Are they 
to looſe the filver cord and break the earthen veſ- 
ſel, that they may fly away and be at reſt. Is the 
weather bad? have they long jousnies to go are 
they y or, want? how 
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e to trials of penuty 
bappy ate they, fince they ſhall Bu arrive at the 
| haven, Where they would be? No form ſhall 
_ threaten them after a ſew days. Yet a little while 

and they thall hunger and thirſt no more, But 
when the Lord their Saviour ſhall make a new 


-  heayen and a new earth, they ſhall inherit it, they © 


* 
. 


ſhalt be inhabitants with him in his new world, 
and ſhall follow him Whitberſoever he goeth, || +, 
+ Bleſled are they which hunger and thick after 
_ righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled.“ The great 
deſire and prefling after righteouſneſs, is here and 
in manyother places called hungering and thirſt- 
ing; fince no hungry man ſo wants bread when 
he. is. ſtarving, no man periſhing for lack of drink 
ſo longs and'thirſts for water, as an awakened ſoul 
longs. for the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. All man- 
kind are more or leſs ſenſible. that they muſt be 
Tighteous, and that without holineſs no man can 
ſee the Lord, but then the generally make a righ- 
teouſneſs of their; morality, duties, works and 
, 


prayers, and this is Ways ibe caſe till the Lord's 
eyes try their fig-leaved, ſelf-wrought garments. 
and as ſoon as, his voice calls and awakes them 
from their dream, and he opens their eyes to ſee. 
their nakednefs and the inſufficiency of all their 


ova doings, and how far mort they fall from the | 


* 
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Wonder that they 


mall have what they want; they ſhall know EA | 
tat means, he will po pour water upo on him 25 

is thirſty, and floods upon the dry e 

' ſhall de filled; or, as it 5 ri, 0 

the hungry ſoul with £0 

Mary ex preſſes B 

good . 5 They ſhall be cloathed with the 
So Fhicouldels of our Lord Jeſus; it mall de to 

them a white robe; they ſhall be "ſecured therein, 
he jaſtified thereby, be 10 ſaſe, fo healeg, fo happy- 

_ and ſatisfied, that ey "hall be filled In th 

55 f and fand complet and perfect before God 

n I 


hunger und thirſt for the Lamb and his 1; 
- nefs be of good comfort, . 
_ ſhall be ſatisfied with Hint 5 
al etethity. DE 


ghteouſneſs a bande befate' Gut; it u 20 


in want of a better righ . „ A J as oo 
obedience" und - fufferiyps” of G 

"Þreached before fuch 4. the 1550 ſtirs 
up in them fuch a hunger and air n him and 
his merits as is tnfatiable.” They Jatipuifh and 
pant for falyation as a dry land for the e 
Fain, zug cannöt reſt till they have obtained"their | 
 Uefire, of taken as it were the kingdom of heaveri | 
dy violence; for the violent take it hj forct. To be 
* ſuch 2 * 2 in fuch a hüngry and tager condi: | 
tion, athirft for our Saviour's blood and righteouſ. 1 
_hefs, is a bleſſedneſs, for they hall be filled; they. 


tiate | 
dodheſs; or," 45 rein |} 
Billet the Soars with | 


E Art 


$ means, and be inwardly cleanſed and 
of oy in their own ſouls, 'Let eh ſuch. $ now 


th, and h be filled; they. 
d Have neigt to 


ee are! cr mibkeiful, for hf KU ben 


| mercy. "When a'ſoul is converted” and pardoned 
he becomes merciful ; he cannot fuffer a revenge- 
| ful thought; he ma not be e or cruel; our 


Saviour 


fee! Uiftrels, and begin to de 
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Saviour will not ſuffer ſuch a ſpirit ; it is not of 
dim, but of the world and ſatan. Of Jeſus we 
learn to be tender-hearted, long- ſuffering, and o — 
a forgiving nature. It is ſo in our hearts; and 3 
wholo cannot forgive, he is not forgiven, Let it "iſ 
appear or cloak itſelf in what manner it will, come 
| diſguiſed as it pleaſes, all revenge, barbarity, ſeve- 
 . rity, and repaying evil, is finful ; but who is mer- _ 
ciful and ready to forgive, be ſhall find his heavenly 
Father meaſure the ſame to him; and in all his 
- miſtakes and failings he ſha]l be forgiven, and feel 
what a merciful Saviour he has to deal with. Hence 
our Say iour teaches us to pray, Forgive us our 
treſpalles, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us; and this alſo is his doctrine, If ye forgive 
not, neither ſhall ye be forgiven;“ or as he faith 
in the parable, ** Did not I forgive thee when thou 
deſiredſt me? Shouldſt not thou alſo have forgiven 
thy fellow-leryant?® 


% 3 > 


Let then no ſort of reſeptment have a place in 
our hearts; it is pride. Let no rancour, ſourneſs, 
or hard thoughts, find room in our breaſts; it is 
againſt our Saviour's mind. Let us be glad to 
forgive, ready to help the poor and needy and 
pity all in diſtreſs, in priſons, in debt, in afflia- 
tion, in danger, in pain or ſickneſs, in want and 
under oppreſſion; and ſhould out enemy hunger, — 
let us rejoice to feed him; and ſhould he thirſ t. 
let us give him to drink, and have a merciful heart 4 
and behaviour toward all men, eſpecially to reli- 
gious people and ſuch as believe, ſo ſhall we ob- 
tain mercy- and favour of God in our need; and 
he will not deal with us after our fins, but after 
the multitude of his mercies. But if we behave _ 
cruel, it ſhall come home to you again; behave _ 
| ſevere, ſo ſhall others behave to you; revenge 
7” e DE yourſelves 
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yourſelves at a convenient time when it is in 


- fure preſſed 


E IN evil | 
thoughts, luſts, murders, thefts, blaſphemies,.&c, 


- cuitfide of the cup or pla 
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r doſoms. The true way to be mercif 
it of our Saviour; for whoſe is acquainted 


with him and continues in his love, is loving and 

merciful, fo that men can perceive he has been 
with Jeſus. ***Be ye then merciful, for your Father 
n heaven is merciful, and ye ſhall obtain mercy.” T“ 
_ -»-66Vleffed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 
God.” The pure-hearted people are ſuch as have 


obtained the true faith in Chrift, and whoſe hearts 


| - have been purified through the blood he has ſprink- | 
led thereon. - None are pure in heart by nature; 
ted and 


2 


for, by nature, all our hearts are co 
oceed all evil 


which defile the man; but as ſoon as our Saviour 


beſprinkles us with water, we are made clean; and 
when he waſhes us in his blood, we are whiter than 
ſnow. The eyes are no more full of adulteries, the 
ears no more open to filthy ſpeaking, the heart 
changed and chaſte and pure. They are juſtified, | 
they are ſanctiſied, and not only have made the 
tter clean, but the inſide 
js clean alſo. Theſe are ſouls who have received 
the remiffion of ſins, and whoſe ſouls and bodies are 
| hallowed by the Way Spirit, and ſet apart to be 
eyes anoĩnted with the eye- ſalve and they ſee God; 
they ſee ſeſus; they have him with them, accord- 
12 ies his promiſe when \he went away and ſaid, 
66 


heſe are 


they who have their 


he world ſhall not ſee me, but ye ſee me;” 


and in the Hebrews it is written, © We ſee Jeſus, 


_ who 


*. N yer 
power, and all ſhall one day, ſooner or later, jay | 
de returned pan your own' heads, and full mea- | 
Fg | wn and running over ſhall men 
| heap, hard Air, brew very bitter and —— 4 into 
7 ul is to 
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; who was ds lawer than the . i. e. our 
es are opened, we now ſee God, we view him in 


155 his bleeding form 4 and in ſpirit, and yet o 8 
Cc 


truly and wich ſuch heart ſatisfaction, as if he 
food bodily before us. We know he is at no dif- 
| tance, we behold him, and faith ſerves us inftead 
of ſight and is better to us than ſeeing for the pre- 
| ſent: © Bleſſed-are they who have not ſeen and 

yet have believed,” "Beſides all the happineſs we 

ka here in this reſpec, we ſhall hereafter ſee his 
face and be where he is. We ſhall ſee that loving 


God before whom the ſeraphims cover their faces. 


We ſhall ſee where the thorns and blows hurt and 
disfigured his vifage. We ſhall fee his hands and 
| feet, we ſhall look upon his fide, and delight and 
feaſt ourſelves with this beatific viſion to all eter- 


| nity, when wicked men, apoſtates and unbelievers, . _ 
| ſhall fly from his preſence in the great day, and _ 
ſhall hide themſelves in rocks and mountains, we 
ſhall ſee him with joy; and all, whoſe hearts have 
been.purged by his blood from dead works and pu- 


— 


rified from fin, may ſay,” with Job, „I ſhall fee 


God, and ſhall ſee him for myſelf and not for ano- 
ther,” e Bleſſed are the pure in heart, they ſhall 


ſee God!“ * are 


«Bleſſed are the p eace-makers, for oy hall 
ſpirit 


to ſtir up ſtrife, to foment and make miſchief be- 
tween religious people eſpecially. Who loves di- 
vilions, diſputings, janglings and tale- beating, or 

is fond of finding faults or uncovering the naked - 
neſs of his fellow ſervants, he is on the devil's fide 
and joins the accuſer of the brethren; ſuch ſhould 

be marked and ſhunned, they are the bad leaven in 


be called children of God.“ It is a ſatanic 


the lump and do much harm; but bleſſed are 


the "ru makers.“ People who love unity, and 
R Ca . are 


„CCC 
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and even to think the beſt and not evil, who will 


not ſlander nor hear flander, who will not back- 
bite nor ſuffer it, but who, Jeſus like, could die 
ſor the brethren, and who love peace and ſpare no 
' Pains tenderly to root out all highneſs, raſh and 
haſty words and behaviour, and who learn to be 
mild and gentle, and will do anything to make 
men at peace in one houſe, and to keep up that 
divine harmony among the children of God which 
becomes them, for they are one man's ſons, they 
are brethren, and muſt not fall out by the way, 
_ Bleffed are they who reconcile thoſe at variance, 


remove the miſtakes and miſunderſtandings that 


_ cauſed the evil, and who take the place of the me- 
diator and advocate. They reſemble Jeſus, and are 
and ſhall be called children of God and of peace, 

children of their Father which is in heaven, who 
hates quarrels and fightings, and ſcatters ſuch as 
delight in war. F : 


N gleſſed are they which are perſecuted for righ- 
teouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.“ 

> Formerly, in the time of the law, the worſhippers | 
of God and the religious men and women did not 
ſeem to be the butt and mark of ſatan's malice ſo 
much as now. The prophets indeed were perſe- 
cuted, and that becauſe they generally brought 
heavy tidings to their own people, and were con- 

. tinually ſtriking at the pride, idolatry and unfaith- 
fulneis of the children of Iſrael, and ſpeaking of a 
new-covenant, a better prieſthood, and of the ſal- 
v: tion of the Gentiles, andotherſuchthings, which 
were contrary to the great ideas they had of their 
own religion and heavy to fleſh and blood, eſpe- 
cially their plain reproofs for fin and the threaten- 
ings with which they frequently were ſent; _ 
elſe 


r the 1 i TORN Peſt ab tine of their 
: coming out of Egypt, were honourable and re- 
vered by all people, who ſaw how the Lord their 
God Wegdt Br them, beſides the driving out e | 
nations and ſlaying kings for their ſakes, He p 
à dread and a fear of them in all countries; thi 


ho ſtrove againſt them, periſhed by joflgtelta, 5 


and thoſe who deſpiſed them, were glad to be 


hewers of wood or drawers of water to them. 


: When they were ſmall in number, one could chaſe 


| _ a thouſand, and five put five thouſand to flight; the 


Lord was a man of war and leader of their hoſts; 

his angels ſlew their enemies by thouſands in a 
night; the ſkies ſhowered down hailſtones and 
fire on thoſe who hated them; the ſtars in their 
_ courſes fought againſt them; and only at times, 


when they had ſinned in departing from the Lord, 


he ſuffered them to be led away captive and jet | 
| their enemies be lords over them; but elſe they 
were the city of perfection, the joy of the whole 


E earth. The pomp and glory of their church ſeemed 


to bid defiance to all the world, and this laſted till 
"Jeſus came. Our Saviour knew it would be quite 


py otherwiſe after his deceaſe, for he foreſaw with 


what rage the devil would purſue his poor ſheep, 

When he ſhould come to know what their Shbep- 
herd had done by his dying for them; it was there- 

fore our Saviour gave his diſciples warning of it, 


2s if he had told them, Little children, ye muſt not 


think my 110 5 is of this world, for though 
| hitherto Jeruſalem and the family of Iſrael have 


ſo long flouriſhed in the earth like a vine, and all 


the glory of the Gentiles have flowed to it, yet. it 
has deen for a ſign and a ſhadow of that Jeruſalem 
which i is ee and of that church Which is at 
preſent inviſible in W The prophets, to 
whom 
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| | whom/T opened/the myſtery of my redemption = | 
and who were my faithful CE oor 1 
- deſpiſed and excluded people for my fake, and the 
| dect of the ſcorn of ſatan, and the hatred of their 
brethren the children of Iſrael; they have been all 
perſecuted, ſome they ſtoned, others were ſawn 
_ _  afunder, and all rejected and caft out of the vine- 
_ _ yard; ſo will my children and diſciples be hence. 
| forth. As I have been hated, fo they will hate 
© them; and as, upon my Father's account and for 
©  _ doing bis will, they have perſecuted me, ſo for my 
ie and for my righteouſneſs ſake they will be 
_._ perſecuted who follow me; but efteem ſuch bleſſed, 

- _ For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. My people 
above have all come out of gteat tribulation, and 
in like manner will ſatan try all believers; he will 

purſus them like a dragon and ſet the world againſt 
them, but let them be of good cheer, 1 have over- |; 
_ _ comethe world; ſhortly they ſhall tread upon the 
adder, and the lion and the dragon ſhall they tread 
under their ſeet ; comfort ye, comfort ye, there- 
fore, my people; and when ye ſee any troubled on 
my account, or for the ſake of my righteouſneſs, 
then ſpeak comfortably to them, for theirs is the _ 
kingdom of heaven. And even ye, bleſſed are 
ye when men. ſhall revile you and perſecute you, 
and ſball fay all manner of evil againſt you falſely 
for. my ſake, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for ſo perſecuted 
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_ == they the prophets which were before you. 
| 5 T his doctrine of our Lord Chriſt was ſoon found 
true; for ſcarcely the devil knew the world was re- 
deemed out of his hands, and he had loft all with 
equity through our Saviour's death and ſuffering, 
= _ and that now he had here but a ſhort time, but he 
feen, 
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' 4nd put the counſellors to conſult together againſt 
tze Lord and his Anointed. All who called on 
- his name were perſecuted; and that before the apo- * 

ties had well begun their great miniſtry; Hence, 
hen they preached or wrote to the churches, they 

taught them, that whoever would live godly In 
| Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecution. This doc- OY 

trine continues unalterably the ſame. Now, as E- 

well as formerly, men who love our Saviour, wo 
mention only his righteouſneſs and are determitied "IM 

only to know him, will for that and no other cauſes 0  —-: 
be hated and reviled z men will be ſoa inveterats 
- agaioft them, that they will report all manner f 
evil againſt them; men in all religions, of all ſorts 8 
of tempers, will be their enemies, and ſeparate 
them from their company and caſt out their names 

zs evil, will go ſo far as not to buy or ſell with 

them; parentsdifown their children, children ab- 
hor their parents; maſters diſcard and turn away', 
their ſervants, threaten and diſtreſs ſuch as live 
under them, and all this, as Luther ſays, Not 
becauſe they are murderers, adulterers or thieves, 
but becauſe they love Jeſus Chriſt, and will have 

no God beſide him, or ſeek or preach or value any 

_ righteouſneſs but his, which he wrought out in 

obedience to the death of the croſs.“ It is not be- 

cauſe they are oppoſers of governments, plotters 

againſt the ſtate, idle, wicked, malicious or hurt- 

ful, but becauſe they believe the goſpel and pro- 
miſes of Chriſt, becauſe they exalt the Lord alone, 
becauſe they are witneſſes of his love and mercy, 
and are not aſhamed of his name nor his faith, be- 

cauſe his words are weightier than all other argu- 
ments, and of mare force than all demonſtrations 
whatever beſide, If this be the caſe, they ſhould 
not be therefore diſcouraged or dejected, but leap 

OO I hes Do for 
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5 they their Lord and dear: 
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a joy and be exceeding glad, far! fo . 4 
aſter, and the prophets 
1 were before them. It is an honour and 
to them to ſhare in their Lord's ſhame, and 
follow him thus out of the camp bearing his re. 
proach, for they ſhall follow him in his glory in 
that day when he ſhall come with all his age 3 
and then he ſhall confeſs them, and ſhew ſuch as 
deſpiſed them how much he loved the. 
'Yes, ſurely, a day ſhall come when all the fm 
rided followers of he Lamb, and ſuch as for his 
fake were the ſcorn of men nd the outcaſts of the _ 
people, ſhall be glorified in their fight who made 
them by a bye-word and a proverb of reproach ; - 
they ſhall ſee them with their dear Maſter on the 
clouds of heaven, and ſhall be forced to acknow- 
ledge, with ſhame and amazement, ** We, fools, , 
ws. ch their lives madneſs and their end to be 


| without honous, but ſee how they are numbered 


with the ſaints and have their portion with the 
children of God. Then ſhall they be truly ho- 
nourable, and all nations ſhall cal] them bleſſed. 
Every bleſſing pronounced by the mouth of Jeſus, 
and every blefling purchaſed by his blood, ſhall 
come upon them and be theirs forever.. Y 
May we alſo believe, ſo be converted, and made | 


may come gg us, in 5 59 to all eternity. 
ä "0B | 


after our Saviour's heart, that all theſe bleſſings  * 


